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SUSTAINABILITY WEEKS





www.lovelondon.org.uk
FAO: 
**PRESS RELEASE –  16th May - immediate use**

Further to our previous release, listed below are events organised according to our seven themes: 

Better London, Better Planet, Better Homes, Better Business, Better Journeys, Better Spaces and Better Food. 
This will be of particular interest to specific sections of some publications, for example Homes, Gardens, Food, etc.
These and many other fun and interesting events are also listed on our website.
Featured Partner Campaigns/Events: 
· Lights Out London (21/06)

Capital 95.8 will be spearheading an event on 21st June where all Londoners are encouraged to switch off unnecessary lights for an hour to demonstrate the impact we can have on energy usage. This will target businesses as well as individuals and particularly those who think ‘my actions won’t make any difference’ – this demonstrates that collective action can have an impact.  

This event was inspired by the Sydney Earth Hour event, click here to see a BBC article about it, and the Black Out Britain campaign.
· Gromedy: Green Comedy Event (TBA 14/06?)

This is not my (www.thisisnotmy.co.uk) and Falling Down with Laughter have been working on a green comedy ('Gromedy') project which will be launched during London Sustainability Weeks.
· Project Freesheet (13/06)
Project Freesheet is a new project that aims to highlight the waste caused by so called ‘free-sheet’ newspapers being left on the tube, and aims to persuade people to recycle their newspaper rather than leaving it behind. Only 10% are recycled at present. The event itself will involve volunteers collecting the papers from the tube. A photo call will be organised to show off the huge mound of papers have been gathered up for recycling.
Events by Theme:

Better London – Sponsored by Land Securities

· London  Multi Cultural Environment Conference 2007 (07/06, Bexley Council)
Black and minority ethnic communities will speak about their role and experience in London's environment and present their aspirations and concerns at the fifth annual London-wide networking conference of BME environmental action.

· Brent Cross “Green Matters” Fortnight (3/06 – 17/06, Brent Cross)
Brent Cross is running a two-week event, Green Matters, which will help educate customers to make the small steps needed to tackle climate change. Recognising the importance of sustainability, the 31-year-old shopping centre is the first of its kind to hold such a significant ‘green’ event in the UK. Green Matters will include a range of exhibits, demonstrations and advice from companies who are also passionate about the environment.

· Calling Community Heroes (13/06, City Hall)

Community heroes across London are invited to a reception in City Hall. This is an event to recognise and reward representatives from ethnically diverse communities across London who work hard to make a difference in their community.

Better Planet – Sponsored by the Mayor of London

· The Guardian Climate Change Summit 2007 (11/06, Victoria Park Plaza)

This is a must attend event for all directors and managers wanting to be at the forefront of solving the carbon challenge. Speakers include Ken Livingstone, Jonathon Porritt and Sir David King. 
· K&C Environment day (12/06, Kensington Hall) 

Join in a celebration of environmental sustainability in the heart of London at the flagship event of the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea. Perfect for public, businesses, students and professionals this event will equip you to live and work in an environmentally responsible manner, and will provide you with advice, guidance and inspiration for you to 'do your bit' to tackle climate change.
Better Homes – Sponsored by Ecover

· Furniture Reuse Installation designed by Oliver Heath 

BBC Changing Rooms designer Oliver Heath has designed a furniture installation aiming to raise awareness of the sheer volume of unwanted furniture going to landfill. The installation will raise awareness of the benefits of furniture reuse and reducing poverty in low income families by providing our unwanted furniture to those in need. This event will be taking place in three locations during LSW, including Camden Green Fair. 

· The Eco-Renovation Demonstration Project (06/06 – 10/06, Sutton)

An opportunity to see a fully eco - refurbished semi-detached house. This project aims to prove that energy and water use can be reduced to the lowest levels using tools and materials that are readily available to all householders. The house is part-complete, enabling visitors the chance to see under the skin of the house and to see a variety of options adaptable for any home.


Better Business – Sponsored by Brother

· Overbury SCORe: Sustainable Commercial Office Refurbishment Seminar (The Congress Centre, Camden)
SCORe 2007 will examine what specific challenges face the refurbishment industry and seek to create fresh insights into practical and cost effective ways to make projects more sustainable in the commercial environment. 

· An Inconvenient Spoof or Absolute Truth? (TBC, City of London)

Visit the offices of BDP, the designers of the new Aintree racecourse complex. Join in the discussion with key speakers from the building industry, about what carbon neutral really means.

Better Journeys – Sponsored by Planet DIY

· The World Naked Bike Ride (09/06)

The now (in)famous ride demonstrates the vulnerability of cyclists on the road and is a protest against the oil dependency of modern urban living. It seeks to show this we can free ourselves from the constraint of car and oil dependency in a light hearted fashion.

· Revolve Brighton-to-London Rally: Towards Zero Emissions (05/06, Trafalgar Square)

Witness the arrival of the sustainable cars of the future as they drive from the coast to the capital on World Environment Day.

Better Spaces – Sponsored by the Environment Agency

· BBC Springwatch (09/06, Memorial Recreation Ground, Newham)
Last year’s BBC London Springwatch Live Festival was held on the South Bank and attended by 36,000 people. Highlights from last year included a butterfly walk- through, river clean-up, a wildlife garden, a chance to be a weather presenter, animals from a city farm, BBC London’s live broadcast stage, organic food stalls, a live jazz stage, “Springwatch Question Time”, and lots of nature and craft activities for adults and children.
· Big Green Borough Day (09/06, Barking and Dagenham)

Come and celebrate making the borough a cleaner, greener, healthier and more sustainable place to live, work and play. There will be lots of activities for young people including a solar circus, some wacky bikes to try out and you can meet animals from our Wellgate Community Farm.

Better Food – Sponsored by the Co-operative Group
· Food & Our Environment - Black & Minority Ethnic Discussion (09/06, Lambeth)

A special community discussion on the impact that our polluted and damaged environment has on the food we consume. Multi-ethnic food traditions and practises will be highlighted and considered in light of the present food supply in London.

· Pocket the Green Pound (05/06, Hackney)

This is a must-attend event for restaurant and pub owners, managers and chefs. It includes a producer fair, with a chance to talk to food producers directly.  TV and Leon chef Allegra McEvedy will show you how to cook great fast food using local and seasonal ingredients.

Editor’s Notes

This year is the fifth London Sustainability Weeks festival. Over two hundred events across London are already listed on our website. Events guides and flyers will be distributed across London and posters will be promoting the campaign in London tube stations. 
Love London is run by a partnership headed by the London 21 Sustainability Network. Events are organised by community groups, charities, multi-faith groups, local authorities, and businesses. As well as promoting the larger events, Love London is unique in its commitment to small, community-based initiatives with a particular emphasis on those that are run by residents in areas of high depravation.  It will include the annual London Multi-Cultural Environmental Conference celebrating the work of London’s diverse communities on these issues.

Booklets and flyers are available on request. It is also now possible to browse events via our London Green Map.
For further information please contact Hugo on 020 8968 4602 (work) or 07979 547 127 (mobile) or hugo@lovelondon.org.uk. Events can be registered on our website at www.lovelondon.org.uk.
Photography

A photo pack is available for download here:  http://www.london21.org/uploads/files/london21/publicityphotos.zip
Other colourful and interesting photos from previous years are available on request. 

Permission to film or photograph has been given for all events. 

The partner organisations are: 

· London 21 Sustainability Network
· The London Environment Co-ordinators Forum
· London Community Recycling Network
· London Sustainability Exchange
· London Wildlife Trust
· The Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens
· London Civic Forum
· SEA/RENUE
· Capital Clean-up
Sponsors include:

· Bridge House Trust (The City Bridge Trust)
· The Mayor of London
· Government Office for London 

· The Environment Agency  (www.mendoftheworld.org)
· Brother UK
· M-Real (Evolve)

· Land Securities
· Zip Car
· The Cooperative Group
· Ecover
· Defra
· Planet DIY (Good Going)
Email sent to: 
