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The mend of the world is now for Londoners

A dramatic Hollywood-style poster and web campaign  - launched by the Environment Agency for World Environment Day on the 5 June 2007  - aims to galvanise Britain into tackling the devastating effects of climate change.

The series of posters, which echo scenes from fictional end of the world movies like 2004’s “The Day after Tomorrow”, show a harsh desert landscape backed only by bleak grey skyscrapers. 

However, the focal point in each of the four scenes vividly highlights an action that can help to combat climate change, from hanging up the washing and turning off appliances at the wall, to riding a bike to work or taking reusable bags instead of plastic when going shopping.

A recent survey conducted by Ipsos MORI as part of the Mend of the World campaign found that only two in five people in England and Wales are taking actions to tackle climate change. Disappointingly, the figure fell to one in four for the South East of England and just one in five for London. 

However, thanks to a series of events being organised by Love London for their Sustainability Weeks campaign between 3 – 17 June 2007 mean that residents from Peckham to Primrose Hill can find out how they can influence climate change. 

Lydia Wyeth lead organiser for the Mend of the World campaign in the Thames area said:

“Despite high profile attention on climate change prompted by both fictional end of the world movies like ‘The Day after Tomorrow’ and factual stories like ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ by Al Gore, many people still aren’t connecting the things that they do in every day life with our changing climate. 

“We hope to heighten awareness of the ways that every home, school, group and business can mend the world, by encouraging as many participants as possible to take part in an online survey at www.mendoftheworld.org.” 

The three questions asked by The Environment Agency in the MORI poll were:

1. What’s the number one thing you are doing to help tackle climate change?

2. What one extra thing could you do to help tackle climate change?

3. What’s stopping you?
Lydia continued: “The website will calculate the cumulative effect of the actions people are already taking and record the potential benefits of the actions they commit to for this year, as well as helping those who want to change, but just don’t know how. All the tools needed to promote and celebrate World Environment Day on 5 June, including posters, web-ready text, and the Mend of the World survey can also be downloaded from the site.”

Organiser Chris Harris from London Sustainability Weeks said:

“We are organising hundreds of events over the two weeks, with a wide range of partner organisations, so that everyone can play their part in making London a healthier, greener place to live. From Capital Radio’s ‘Lights Out London’ on Midsummer’s Eve, to the Environment Agency’s ‘Mend of the World’ survey each event visibly demonstrates the way that just doing a little can help a lot when it comes to climate change.”

The Environment Agency is also offering a free copy of Al Gore’s hard-hitting film “An Inconvenient Truth” to the first 100 companies or groups to get in touch, as well as free Red or Dead designer bags, hats and tube pass holders. Why not kick-start the environmental action in your area? To find out more, please email wed@environment-agency.gov.uk or telephone 0118 953 5345 and ask to speak to a member of the World Environment Day team. 
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For more information about the Love London Sustainability Weeks campaign please contact Chris ?? on ????

The image attached shows the main World Environment Day campaign poster from the Environment Agency Mend of the World campaign.

Last year over 58,000 people made more than 408,000 promises to celebrate World Environment Day on 5 June. If everyone keeps their promises from last year than collectively we’ll save:

· 613 Olympic sized swimming pools full of water 

· 9.5 million plastic carrier bags

· 298 tonnes of batteries 

All media enquiries: 0118 953 5555

Outside office hours 0118 953 5581

Please ask for the duty press officer

Environment Agency news releases, both national and regional, can be found on its web site:    www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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